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“I’ve been to the mountaintop and I’ve seen the Promised Land. I 
may not get there with you, but we as a people will get to the 
Promised Land.” – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
Luke 10.25 

 

1.  TWO QUESTIONS 

 

q �What shall I do to inherit eternal life?  

 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” He 
answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind” and, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” “You have answered correctly,” 
Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”  Luke 10.26-28 



 

Do this and you will live.  Leviticus 18.5 

 

For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it 
is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things 
written in the book of the law, to perform them.”  Galatians 3.10 

 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?”  Luke 10.29 

      

q �Who is my neighbor? 

 

2.  CAUGHT BY JESUS 

 

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him 
of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A 
priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he 
saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the 
man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 
The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’” 
Luke 10.30-35 

 



 

q The Jericho Road – the bloody road 

 

The Pass of Adummin = the way of blood (Joshua 18.17)  

 

q �Two of Israel’s finest get it wrong 

 

“…[he] passed by on the other side.” Luke 10.31 

 

q �An unlikely hero 

 

“There are two nations that my soul detests, the third is not a 
nation at all, the inhabitants of Mount Seir(Edomites), and the 
Philistines and the stupid people living in Shechem (Samaritans).” 
– Ben Sirach 

 

Give me a good day. Give me this day my daily bread. Keep me 
safe today. And, Lord, I pray there will be no Samaritans in the 
resurrection on the last day. 

 

“The first question which the priest and Levite asked was, “If I stop 
to help this man, what will happen to me?”  But…the Good 
Samaritan reversed the question, “If I do not stop to help this man, 
what will happen to him?” – Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 



 

q Not “who’s your neighbor?” but “to whom are you a 

neighbor?” 

 

Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who 
fell into the hands of robbers?  Luke 10.36 

 

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  
Luke 10.37a 

 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  Luke 10.37b 

 

If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For 
anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot 
love God, whom he has not seen.  1 John 4.20  

 

Dangerous altruism 

 

The word “neighbor” actually comes from the two words, “nigh” 
and “border.”  

 

3.  THE LESSONS LEARNED 

 

q �Always be aware of the intrinsic worth of others 



 

“Many things on earth are precious, some are holy, humanity is 
holy of holies.  To meet a human being is an opportunity to sense 
the image of God, the presence of God. According to a rabbinical 
interpretation, the Lord said to Moses: ‘Wherever you see the 
trace of man there I stand before you....” - Abraham Joshua 
Heschel 

   

q �Compassion is not just something I feel. It’s something I do. 

 

Shantung Compound 

 

Perfect love has the power to cast out fear…  1 John 4.18 

 

ROBBERS - "What's yours is mine, I'll take it!" 

 

RELIGIOUS - "What's mine is mine, I'll keep it." 

 

SAMARITAN - "What's mine is yours, I'll share it." 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

1. One of the lessons Jesus teaches is to always be aware of the 

intrinsic value of others. Time to get vulnerable. What is one of 

the strongest times in your life you felt devalued by someone?  

 

2. How do we break the cycle of seeing people as “things” rather 

than their humanity as children of God?  

 

3. As a small groups re-read Mark 5:18-19 from the book of Acts, 

and answer these questions:  

 1). What does this passage mean to me personally?  

 2). What does this passage say about the world I live in?  

 3). What about this passage is weird, cool, or confusing?  


