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“The most damaging phrase in the language is 'We've always 
done it this way.’” - Rear Admiral Grace M. Hopper 

 

Wise men and women are always learning, always listening for 
fresh insights. Proverbs 18.15(Message) 

 

“These walls are funny. First you hate 'em, then you get used to 
'em. Enough time passes, you get so you depend on them.” – Red, 
Shawshank Redemption 

 

1. THE BOOK OF ACTS: Hinge point of the New Testament  

 

q �The Purity Code 

 

 



 

“Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters 
a person from the outside can defile them?”  Mark 7.19 

 

q The Rite of Circumcision 

 

2. PARADIGM SHIFT: Touching the dead and Simon the Tanner 

 

q �Raising of Tabitha (Greek – Dorcas) 

 

Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means 
Dorcas or Gazelle. She was full of good works and acts of charity. 
In those days she fell sick and died; and when they had washed 
her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, 
the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him 
entreating him, "Please come to us without delay."   
Acts 9.36-38 (RSV) 

 

 

But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed; then 
turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, rise." And she opened her 
eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.  Acts 9.40 (RSV) 

 

 

q �Staying with Simon 



 

 

Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.  
Acts 9.43 (See also, 10.6, 10.32) 

 

“A three-day treatment with salt and flour cleansed the skins from 
foreign matter. Lime was used to remove the hair. The acrid juices 
of desert plants or oak bark were also used. The skin was dried for 
several days and treated with acid barks and leaves, like sumac. … 
The art of tanning, although very necessary, was a malodorous 
task and one that was regarded as unclean by many who 
recognized certain animals as unclean. Thus, under Judaism, 
tanners had to live outside the city, often near the water…” - 
Unger’s Bible Dictionary 

 

“The tanner was despised because of the stench of his tanning 
ingredients and his handling of dead bodies.” – Robert Forbes, 
Studies in Ancient Technology 

 

“…woe to him whose occupation is that of a tanner.” - The 
Babylonia Talmud 

 

3. A VISION OF RADICAL INCLUSIVITY: Throwing out the old 

categories 

 

q �The vision 

 



 

He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the 
meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven 
opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth 
by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as 
well as reptiles and birds. Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill 
and eat.” “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten 
anything impure or unclean.” The voice spoke to him a second 
time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”  
Acts 10.10-15 

 

q The Captain 

 

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in 
what was known as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family 
were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in 
need and prayed to God regularly.  Acts 10.1-2 

 

 

“The event was not so much a second Pentecost, standing 
alongside the first, as the participation of Gentile believers in the 
experience of the first Pentecost.” - F. F. Bruce, The Book of Acts, 
Revised Edition (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 1988), p. 216. 

 

 

I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism.  
Acts 10.34 

 



 

“God, may all Jews come to know Jesus. And may all Muslims 
come to know Jesus. And may all Christians come to know Jesus.” 
- Arthur Burns, Economist 

 

Grace trumps race 

 

4. THE JOPPA CONNECTION: Jonah and Peter 

 

“The lesson is clear: If you have reservations about extending the 
gospel to all the people on earth, you had better not go to Joppa. 
God will find you there and proceed to set your mind right . . . 
perhaps with the use of supernatural animals, whether in the sky 
or sea.” - Mark Coppenger, Professor of Christian Apologetics 
(SBTS) 

 

Same Old thinking = Same Old Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

1.  One of the themes of this message is breaking categories; 

insiders vs outsiders, jews, vs. gentiles. What categories do we 

still have today in our church?  

 

2. What in your life, family, and community do you want to see 

different results for? 

 

3. In this sermon we spoke about Peter & Cornelius. As a small 

groups re-read chapter 10 from the book of Acts, and answer 

these three question:  

 1). What does this passage mean to me personally?  

 2). What does this passage say about the world I live in?  

 3). What about this passage is weird, cool, or confusing?  

 


